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SWEARING 
(AT ALL) 
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WITH 
|: Several Obje&ions anſwered, the Primitive Praftiſes therein 
, aflerred out of ſeveral Ancient Authors 3 rogether with ; 
ſeveral Prefiden.s out of the Book of Martyrs. £55 
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The (aſe of ſwearing diſcuſſed. 


Anwas planted a Noble Vine, wholly a right tced, 

but he is turned inte the degenerated plant of a 

range Vine, more degenerate than the Oxe or the 

Aſs ; he is fallen from the uprightnels, ſincericy,and 

ſimplicity, into the invention , ſubtilty, and fleſhly 

wiſdome , where he lies grovelling upon the earth, thinking by 
themultitude of his invention; , to recover himſelf, and ro come 
ro life again; but he is fenced our with a flaming Sword , ſo that 
to life he cannot come, but through death, which he ſeeks to 
avoid, by following the counſel of the Evil-One, who ſayes 
(in this ) as he did formerly co the woman, Thow ſhalt not ſwre- 
ly dye ; though God had ſaid , (asit is written) Of the tree of 
Cos of good andewil, theu ſhalt not eat of it, for in the day 
thou eateft thereof , thou ſhalt ſwrely dye : And alſo that which 
the Apoſtle feared might come upon ſome of the Corinthians, 
is come npon all the world , v'z. The Serpent that beguiled 
Eve, hath beguiled men and women in this age , through his 
{ubrilry , by corrupting their mindes from the fimplicity that 
is in Chriſt; and as the Deceiver then denyed what God had 
ſpoken , and not onely ſo, but alſo pur his own meaning and 
ſition upon Gods Command , that ſo he might accompliſh 

his end ; for ſaid the Perverter then, God doth know that inthe 
dey thou eateſt thereef,, your eye s ſhall be opened, and ye ſhall be 4s 
Gols, hnowing good ard evil. And hath not the ſame Serpent 
beguiled the people of this age, from the naked fimplicity, to 
hearken to the diſguized ſubtilty and fleſhly wiſdome, nor onely 
to deny that Chriſt hath given out an abſolute Command , that 
his followers ſhould not ſwear at all , (by any Oath) but alſo 
as he did then, (6 he hath done fince, and doth- d6 now in this 
age » put his expoktion and meaning-to. Chriſts commands , in 
ſaying in ſome men , that it is norall ſwearivg that is forbid- 
A 2 den, . 
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den , bue ſwearing in mens ardinary communication : This 
expoſ.tion, the ſubcilty in ſome men puts upon Chriſts Com- 
mand, whereupon the, conclude , that norw'thRanding « hr iſts 
command not to ſwear at all, yer when any man is called before 
a Magiſtrate , uf the Magiftrace require it, he cught to 

ſear, &c. | | 
To which it 1s ſaid, Chriſts own words at the 33 Verſe of the 
Kfth of Matthew, anſwers this objettion, in thete words : 4- 
ain it kath been ſaid 1» old time, Thou (alt nut forſwear thy ſelf, 
ut ſhalt pe: forms tothe Lord thy Oaths ; but I [ay #1 to you, 
Swear 0: at all, &c. (Mark) T hon ſhalt net forſwear thy ſelf, 
&c. The Law in old time did not allow of ſwearing in their 0.- 
dinary communication , and dealing, tor thar was taking Cods 
Name in vain, E xod#s 20, 7. which was forb:dden from rhe be- 
© nning » but in thar caie wherein they were allowed to fivear, 
they were nor to foriyvear themſelves : But Chriſt Jeſus the 
Son, by whom the Father ſpeaks 1n theſe laſt r'mes , (who # the 
end of the Law for righteouſneſs ) to all that believe in hin, 
who 1s the truth and. ſubſtance of all , ſayes, Swea" not at all. 
(Mark) the truth (ayes, ſwear ret at all, for whatever ic more then 
yea, and nay, comes of evil, Now if Chr ft, the Truth, had ſpoken 
no more in thele words, Swear not at all,chc. then to forbid pro- 
phane ſwearivg (as thez call it) or nor ſweail g 'n mens or- 
dinary communication , what doth he forbid 1. ore then was 
forbidden in o/4 tize ? ſeeing, as before is proves, that all 
prophane ſwearing, which is a taking of Gods Name in vain, 
or {wearing in ordinary commun cation, or dealng, was for- 
bidden from the beginning. And again, hoy doth this nold 
parallel with the reſt of Chriſis ſayings anJ compariſons, viz. 
What was ſais in the old time by the Law, and is pow ſaid by 
himſelf, who is the ſum axd end of the Law for righteouſneſs, 
&c, and whether they who thus reaſon , do nor by their Tra» 
ditions make Chriſts Command of none effet? An4 donnt 
all choſe that plead rhar the Saints ought and may ſwear, when 
they are called to ic by a Magittrate, not onel' break Chrifts 
Commands themſelyes, ;but reaches others 'ſo ro: do ? whoſe 
portion may be read in Matthew 5: 19: and by theif-rhus - 2+ 
toning in their Gark wirides ," make Chriſt £0" ſpeak nathing 
tur» 
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further , nor fuller, then . Jos in old time, though #@ 
6/d time it was [ aid, T how ſhalt wot forſwear thy ſelf, but (halt 
per forms wnto the Lord thy Oaths, Gc. Bur iaith Chriſt, / ſa; wnto 
Jou , ſwear net at all : Now let all judge , who are not blinded, 
through gain or tracicion , whether thoſe that ſay the Saints 
ovght to 1wear (when called to it as atozeſaid) do nor whole 
ly acake void thete words , v'z. Wnat ſoever' us more then theſe 
commeth of evil ; ard 1o they being in tae evil, ace blinded, and 
hate the light that would ler them tee, and ſpeak evil of it be- 
cauſe it w1uld reprove them , and b< ng in darkneſs , they know 
not whither they go 3 bur as faith the Prophet, - ſay, 5. 20. 
call 'arkyeſs light, and light darkneſs , and good evil, a devil 

ood, Ardit 1s further manifeſt to 211 that have an e © to ſee, 
that ( hrift, the ſubſtance and the truth , in ended as he ipake, 
waen he ſaid, Swear not at al ; whicnwas £5 fo;bd all  anner 
of {wearing , Without exception 3 becauſe when Chriſt iren ed 
an except1on at the 32 Verſe, he ex-reſſed ir in theſe words : 
But I ſay unto you, # ho/oever hall rut awa” hit ife, (aving 
for the canſe of Adultery, (Mark) ſaving for the cauſe of Adul- 
rery 3 Where Ch:ift plainly expreverh rhe exception : Bur for 
proud men to make ex.e;tions, where Chriſt hath mage none , 1s * 
ro ſer Self on the Throne. And agarn, at the 26 Verſe the excep- 
tion is expreiied, viz. #/ ho/oever (hall look upon a woman, ani luſt 
after her, Mark) to /nſt after her , and is nor leit co vat man 
to put his meaning t' If, 

It is further objected by ſome , that by thoſe of o/d time, is 
meant the Expoſirors of the Law, who ſaid , If men {wear truth, 
tha! was nor evil, but onely they were not to ſwear to that which 
was falſe, &c. 

To which it is anſw>red, that this being an invention of 
the ObjeQor, ard no where (0 laid jn the Scripture of ru h, 
ir needs nv other aniwer thena denyal, but the word in che 
Greek reads it thus, /t was {ard to thems of {1 time, thereby im- 
pling thoſe to whom ane by whom God fpake, &c. mis agzas'os 
ant quis. 

bur it is ſt-ongly ob'efed, That the Apoſtle in the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, allows of (wearing before a Magiſtrate 3 as in 
Hebrews 6. 16, in thele words, For men verily ſwears by the 

greater 
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greater. andan Oath for confirmation, is to them au end of all 
I ey &c. 

f A which is replyed , there the Apoſtle by a ſinulitude makes 
it out to the HebPews,, how that God (ware by himſelf, becauſe 
2 could nor ſwear by a greater , to confirm the Promiſe , That 
hy two immutable things, by which it was not poſſible for God to 
te , that they might have ftrong conſolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upen the hope ſet before them ; and God bring 
more abundantly willing to ſhew tothe Heirs of the promiſe the 
immmtability of bis Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath, which thing 
was. uſed amongren that lived in ſtrife , to put an end to 
[t:ife, they uſed an Oath, and they ſware by the greater , an 
Oath for confi:tmation was to them an end cf all ſtrife , and be- 
cauſe God could nor ſwear by a greater, he ſare by himſelf, 
and by the Oath of God is the promiſe confirmed to the righ- 
reous ſeed, that they might have ſtrong conſolation , no moce 
ro ſuffe; ſtrife, and fears, and doubts,to ence: upon them 3 bur 
that they all might witneſs in themſelves, an end put ro all 
ſtrife and contention , Cc. as truly andreally in the inward 
man, bz Chriſt Jeſus , Gods Onh , and Covenant, as an out- 
« ward Oath uſed amovg men (that live in ſtrife) was te them 
for confi1 mation the end of all ftrife : And in this caſe under the 
Layy as an Oath required, Exod 22. 10. 1f a man deliver wnto 
hi neighbour an Oxe , or an Aſſe,or a ſheep, or any beaſt to keep, 
and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, no man ſeeing it, then ſhall 
an Oath of the Lord be between them both, that be hath not pat 
his hand to his n:1ghlonrs goods, and the Owner of it ſhall accept 
thereof, and he ſhall not make it good, (Mark) the Owner of 
the goods wasto accept thereof , and he ſhall not make it good; 
ſo an Oath for confirmation was an end to the controverſie, and 
in this 0/4 t:92e under the Law, they were nor to forſwear them- 
felves, bur Chriſt ſayes , Swear not at all, whois the endof the 
Law for Righteouſneſs, &c. Now the Apoltle never incended 
(by fa which was uſed 5» o/d time , and among men thar li- 
ved in ſtrife , all which he brings in as acompariſon and a: fi- 
militude to confirm the promiſe, G7. ) and not to incourage 
men to break Chrifts Commands, who ſaves, $Smacr not at all, 
nor eo give any ſort of men incouragument to walk contraty 
| to 


(s) | | 

to the Apofiſes DoQtine, who ſaid, AHbeve all things wy" BYt- 
thren ſwear not, &c, Neither that they ſhould take 1ncourage- 
ment from his compariſon to /rve in ſtrife , becauſe men thac , 
uſed ſwearing at all, did ſo ; neither did the Apoſtle any more 
intend to lay a foundation for ſwearing, or for men to impoſe 
Oaths upon others , by his fimifitude of what was uſed among 
trifeful men , then he intended that, the Miniſters of Chritt 
ſhould bring a Heathen Poet to prove their Do&trine , becauſe 
he ſayes, Af? s 17.28, As certain alſe of your own Poets have ſaid, 
&c. Aad may it not be as juſtly concluded thar Parents ſhould 
take incouragement to corre their children after their own 
pleaſure, becauſe he ſayes, Heb. 12. 9. 10. We have hal Fathers 
of our fleſh, who for a few dayes chaſtiſed m after their own plea- 
ſures, Ge, Ard as honeſily as it may or ought te b2 concluded, 
that the Apoſtle intended that men ſhould either ſear them- 
ſelves at all, or compel others ſo todo . from theſe words,v4z. 
Fox verily men ſwears by thi orcater , and an Oath for corfirma- 
tron us to them an end of all ſirife. And further, is there at; more 
round given by the Apoltle fo. the Saints to ſwear at a'/, by 
any Oath from the words before-menrioned , then there 15 
oround from Ch: ifts words to the Saints ro exerciſe I ord hip oxe 
over another, becauſe he ſayes, Mark 10. 42. the Gentiles ds fo: 
Beſides, did not thole that uſed ſwearing , uſe it onely ia thoſe 
caſes where an Oath would pat #» er.{ to all ftrifes ? But is not 
Oaths impoſed ar thiz day where no ſtrife is ? Nay, are they nor 
impoſed for the beginning of ſtrife ? Ler the righteous judge how 
far thoſe that would be accouned Saints, a-e fallen, that they 
are _ in their praCtiſes of thoſe men that lived in ſtrife 1n 
ages paſt, p- 

Azain,to impoſe Oaths upon others from the Apoſil:s words, 
1s to make the Apoſtle a Tranſgreffor 3 for he ſayes, Galathians 
2.18. If I bnild again the things that I deftroyed, aw I not 4 
Tranſgreſſor ? Now he condemned ſome ainong the Corinthi- 
ans, for walking as men, 1 Cor.3. 3. For ye are yet carnal;where- 
4 there is envying among you, diviſion and ſtrife 3 are you not car- 
nal , ani walk as wen ? (Mark) there was ſtrife and ditiſon a- 
mong them, and from thence he. proves them carnal ,. and 


therefore they walk 4s men, which the Apoſtle condemns 5 
& whece- 


| (6) | 
whereas they ſhould walk as became Saints ,who are redemed 
from among men, Revel, 14. 14. cut of envy, ffrife., and arviſi- 
9», and are called unto /eve, righteouſneſs , and peace, which all 
who walk as becomes Saints witneſs. 

Ob6;ett, | hat an oath carnort be bad , becauſe even God him- 
ſclf cid often uſe ſwearing in Scripture. &c. 

Avſw. That it may become God alone to ſwear , becauſe he 
alone 15 true , and cannot lye, but all men ace lyars, as ayes the 
Apofile; And the Lord hath ſworn,asd will rot repert, Pſa 110, 
4- Let him then ſwear that cannot repent of nis Oath , and he 1s 
not to be imitated in iwearing by that man , who cannot imitate 
him ir fulbliing. 

It is again ob/ectx! >; ſome , that all proceecirgs at Law de- 
pends upon ſearing ; therefore the; concluce that all ren muſt 
iwear, Cc. 

Anſw, That the foundation of the L:v of England, and the 
preſent pradiiie and proceedings thereupon , do not agree 3 as 
may apj ea: by thee inſtances following, viz., One main and prin- 
Cipal foundat:on of the Law of 7 »ylend, is the Law of God ; [0 
ſayes the Law-book , DoGter and Student , C hapter 2. page 4. in 
theſe words, There ts a Law written in the heart of man, w ich 
& man created in the Image of God; ani this Law ts alwayes good 
ard righterws , ftirring up the man to do the gov | , and abhor 
the evil; and therefore againſt this Law (ayes the book ) Pre- 
ſcription, Statute,C uflome,eay nt prevail ; and if any be brought 
in againſt it,they be v0id,aud againſt Juſtice. Now conſider, ac- 
cording to your Law, how feiy proceedings are according to Ju- 
fice, and inſtead of being made void , as being againtt Juitice, 
they are incouraged,and hath heen. 

Again, it is the Law of England, 9. Hen. 3.29. That Right 
and juſtice ſhould neither be ſol, deferred, nor denie i to 417 man, 
Ge, Bur let thoſe that have to do at Courts, ſpeak and bear wit- 
reſs, whether both denying and deJaying, both of Law and Righr, 
be. not that which they meer withall, and for ſelling and buying of 
it, let the great and exceſſive Fees which ſome Lawyers take for 
pleading ſpeak , who, are in repute 3 and as the people lay, 
zf 3oy can but retain ſucha man , * you need nor fear your 


Cauſe, C C, : 
| Again 
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Again, it is the Law of England, Fi wore ſhanld be put txto Of- 
fice upon ſuit, 0: for fauwerr or ajeition, but upon deſert 3 12 Rich. 
2.2, $5. Edw.6.16. The firit part of Cools Inſtitutes, page 2, 
34. A Law (layes( 00%) worthy to be written in letters of Gol 1. 
Bur how contraty ro thele Statures the preſent prabtites are , let 
che righteous judge, 

Furcher , b-th by che Common-lay , and Statute-layv , tte 
Judges were not to hear the Plant:fts Cauſe, if he firſt put not in 
ſecurity to anſwer his Aiverſaries /amages , if he complained of 
him wrongfully, Mirror. page 64. 37 Eaw. 3. 18. 38 Ecw.3.9. 
And he that chargech a man wi:h any accuſation, ought to put 
in Security to make g90d his accuſation 3 and the Law hath prc- 
vided a puniihment tor him, that makes not his accuſation goed 3 
Bur hw cont:ary the preſent prattifes and proceedings of 
Courts are at this day, ler rhe Cauſes that comes into them ſpeak: 
Do not they iflue out their Writs , grounded vj on divers plan 
and notorious lyes? As that they have ſent to the Sherilk of 
Middleſex , (which the; have not done ) and that he hath re- 
turned, that tbe Party is not within his Liberty ; (which he hath 
not done) bur lies lurking in another County , (which is moſt 
commonly falſe, the man going up and dowa as at other times ) 
and the Sheriff of Middleſex knowing nothing of ir. Again, 
They ſay , they have taken Pledges to proſecute, wiz 3 John 
Doe, and Richard Koe , which is alſo a Deceipt , and a Lye, 
thoſe being common feigned names put into all Writs , and 
theſe Wrirs made up of ſo many lyes, ( being framed by any 
Clerk, and given forth in the chief Magiſtrates name ) is 
borne witneſs ro be the Chief Juſtice of England, is the ground 
and foundation: of all proczecings at Law ; whereby the known 
Law of England, in Caſes of Debt , men ought co be firſt ſum- 
moned to appear to anſwer the Plantiff before they be arrefted ; 
= how contrary the preſent proceedings ate , let alt ſober men 
judye. 

; = the Law ſaves, Mirror. page 2. 49. It s an abuſe of the 
Commen- Law, to appear or anſwer by an Attorney : Bur the pre- 
ſenc pratiſe 1s quite contrary ; for they have, and do deny, 
to accept of a mans Appearance in perſon , although the words 
of their own Wrus are ſo, In theſe words , Ss 1hat we Foe 

B ave 


have his body before us at our "— M Weſtminſter, ſuch a day," . 
&c. Ard it 1s fu:ther evidenced , © that the Appearing by an 
Atterzey was fitlt in favour, and in eaſe of the Subjze&, that ſo 
they might depure one for their eaſe ; as inthe book De Atter- 
rats Facienio ; but nowſo is Juſtice ard Judgement turned 
backward, that that which was for the eaſe of the people , 1s 
now mace uſe of , to maintain a trade of deceipt, Ir 1s writ- 
ten in Cooks Reports, in Kickar,{ Go frey's Cale , that Exceſſus 
in re qualibet, jure reprobatur conmunt; us exceſſive diſtreſſes, ex- 
ceſſive aids, exceſſive ame ciaments,are againſt the Commun- Law, 
And how contrary the preſent pradites 1s , ler the proceedings 
againſt the innocent people (calted Quakers) bear witneſs in 
d vers Countiesin Z-g/aad , who have been fined more then 
they have been worth , icme it may be for nor ſwearing, and 
ethers ſor not reſpeCting cf mens perſons 3 but Preſidents e- 
nough may te ſeen of their cruel Opprefſions in this kinde , In a 
bock in Prin”, called , The Record of the ſufferings for Tythes, 
and in molt Priſons in England, examples of exceitive cruelty 
may be found exerciſed upcn poor inn"cent people , becauſe 
they cannot ſuba it to pay theſe exceffive Fines impoſed on 
them, contrary to any known Law , and the practiſes of Agez 
paft 3 but ſuca men Hye to Cuſtome , when no known Lay can 
be found , and abuſe the word Cuſtome as many Juſtices dd , 
and have donethe word Diſcretion ; neither of rhem warrant- 
ing the practiſes of proud ſelf-willed men , there Seing C- 
ftomes that are evill , which ov;he to be aboliſhed , as ſayes 
the Law; and Cook in hi Reports in Gatewards C au/e , (ayes, 
Cuftome ought to be reatonable , Er excerta Cauſe rationab Ut #- 
fitata ; as Littleton (ayes : and it every Cuſtome ſhould be a 
Laiy, becauſe Judges calls them ſo, ſurely it. may be ſa'd, thar 
King and Biſhops would have been till Randing in England 3 
and the word Diſcretion, is as much abuſed by corrupt men, 
they making it a Cloak to coy2r their deceitful Aftings , when 
they have no Law-to warrant theic praRiſes : But Diſcretzor , as 
Cook ſayes, is a knowledge or underſtanding to diſcern betwixs 
truth anil falſhood ,aud between right and wrong, between ſhadowes 
and [ubſtaxce, and between equity,and colourable gloſſes and preten- 
ees, and retro doaccording to our wills,and private Affettions = » 
ayes 


(9) 
ſayes he, Tal diſcretio, diſceſſionem eonfuniit , and hath been 
ad 'udged in the ' a'c of ( om11ſſion of Smert, Diſcretion us to be 
bonnded with Keaſon, Law, and Juſtice ; and ſo theword Cu- 
ftome is abulcc . 1 d urged by corrupt men , in. oppoſition to 
the exp:eis Cuuunard of Chit, Who ſayes, Swear not at 
all. 

By theſe Fx-m, les the honeſt-hexrted may ſee, how contra- 
ry tne p'eient proctiies ofthe Law 1s to the foundation of the 
Law 3 an410 that which is g90d , being uſed lawfully, is be- 
ce a dead thirg , execurion being the Life of the Law ; and 
he: by the E ghreous , that it 1s not made for, is moſt hurt by 
it, and the F/atterey and Ev1il-doer incouraged 3 therefore their 
reaſoning is not 292d, wh? ſay all men ought to ſwear , be- 
cauſe of long time chey have uſed ro do ſo, and continue ftill 
rodoſo 3 therefore the queſtion is not , what men do practiſe, 
but what men ought to practiſe, according toa true Rule, and 
Line. For we read not /that I remember) among all 1ſraels 
Laws, thar any of their Officers were made by an Oath, as Judges, 
Rulers, Kings, or Prieſts, or P: ophets, or required to ſwear, be- 
fore they rook the work or Ofhce upon then : But we read, 
Demter. 19. 15. At the mouth of two, or at the mouth of three 
14'itneſſes, (hall the matter be eftabliſhed. ( Maik ) the matter was 
to be eſtabliſhed without ſwearing : For if they ſhould have been 
firſt iworn, it would have been (c written, it being a Command 
to [ſrael; and in the caſe of Life and Death, At the month of two 
or three Witneſſes , ſhall be that is worthy of Death be put to 
Death; but at the mouth of ene Witneſs he ſhall not be put to Death, 
In rhi- caſe of Life and Death , no Oach was uſed that we read 
of, Deuter. 17.6. And if any falſe Wicn (ls did ariſe, he, and 
the pa-ty he witneſſed againſt , was to tiand befo e rhe Lord, and 
beio'e the Prieſt, and Judges which ſhould b2 in choſe dayes, 
and rhe Judges were to make diligent inquifirion , And if the 
Witne's be a falſe Witreſs, and have teſtifie! fagly againſt bus 
Brother, then (ha'l ye. uno him, as he had thought to have 
done unto bus Brother , '0 (ha'l you put away the evil from among 

» Dent. 1916, 17, 18. Bur ro ſwea'ing is wenrtioned 3 and 
if any watter did ariſe roo hard for them in judvement be- 
rween bloodand blood , berwzen plea andplea, and firoak and 

B 2 - ftroak, 


- 
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firoak, being matters of Mas. within their gate, they were 
not to ſwearmen to tnde it our , neither wer? they to act pre- 
ſumpriouſly their own pa.l.on and wills , and then cover it, with 
ſaying they were Judges of the Law, and they judged it (o , and 
many thirgs being left ro GCE 5 and therefore layzes wil- 
ful men , in the (tourneſs of thei: hearts, If we do what we can- 
not anſiver, rake your courſe againſt us : And thus pretumpri- 
ouſly do they att their own wills upon the innocent, but J/rael 
was not to do ſo ; but in caſes too hard for them in judgement, 
they were to atiſe and goup tothe place, which the Lo d «od 

ſhould chooſe , and they were to come to the Prieſt and Levire, 
'ard unto the Judges which 1:0uld be in thote dayes , and enquire, 

and they were to thew the Senten-e of Judgement , and they 
were todo a-cocding to the Sentence which they of the place, 
whic h the Lord ſhould chore , ſhould ſhew therein; And thes 
ſhalt cbſerve to do according to all that they ſhall i-form thee, 
&c, And the man that will s preſumptionſly , an1 will nt 
heark en to the Priefts that ſt.inds up there , to minifter before the 
Lord thy God or urto the Judges, even that man (ha? die , and 
thou ſhalt put away the etil from Iſrael, Demt. 17. $,9,10,1 (112, 
This was Gods Laivy to 7/7 ael, that the Preſumptions that would 
nor wait upon the Lord to receive a Law where there was none, 
ſhould be put te Veath, 

| Was itan offence of old to at preſumpriouſly ? And is it not 
now a crime worthy to be taken notice of by the chief in power 
in theſe dayes ? Or are there none thar have done p:eſu --priouſ- 
ly ? incafting innocent people into priſon , when they have done 
no offence, nor broken no known Law , except it 's beco.ne an 
oflence to wait upon the Lord , and to pray unto him , for which 
cauſe, and none other, the innocent have been caſt in'o pricon by 
the preſumprious and ſelf-w'lled men , who when chey hal no 
Law , have acted 'n their wills, contrary to } :w; ler ſu h remem- 
ber that by Gods Law, they that would not wait upon the Lord 
for a Law, but would a& preſumptionſly w.chout a Law, were to be 
put to death, 

Objeftien, That by not ſwearing at all , we are to underſtand 
by any creature, and nor by God the Crearor, for they were com- 
manded to ſwear by God, 7 hou ſhalt ſwear by the Lerd; asin 
Dent.10.0c. An(wer, 


rt A. 

Anſwer. That according to Chrifts own words, Swear net at 
#k, without any exception , as before hath been proved, and 
is expounded in the large Bible in Q«+#to, in the Margent, on 
Matthew «. 27.n theſe words, / Vhatſeever yow vouch, wonch it 
barely ; and whatſorver you deny, deny it barely , withomt any more 
words ; for n hat(oever u more then theſe, comes of the Devil : And 
alſo in the (ai. c book it is ſaid , on James 5. 12, That what 10u 
have to ſay, or affirm, ſpeakor affirm it ſimply , and without av» 
Oath, and that | hat you will leny, deny ſimply and flatly. And 
again, this Objection 1s more fully anſwered in Aſatthew 23. 21, 
22, VV hoſoever ſwea' s by the '| emple, ſwears by it , and by bim 
that dwells therein ; and whoſoever ſwears by heaven, ſwea s by 
the T hrone of Gol, and him that fits th.reon + So that he that 
(wears hy the creature, Hall nt be exempted by the Creator 
from prophaning his name ; for now it is ſaid, Swear not at 
al, 
Again, it is objeRted by the fo:mer ObjeQors, (who ſayes all 
proceedirgs at Law depends upon ſwearing )that if we ſhould rake 
every mans word,when they are called to give their reftimony in 
all caſes, ic might be of dangerous con:;equence both to mens 1 ves, 
liberties,and cftares, &c. 

To which it 1s anſwered , That if the ſame Lay , or aſtricer, 
we'e made agiinlt ly'ng , and bearing falie witvels , in all caſes, 
as againtt mers ſwearing , falte ſivear:ng, or for-ſwearing them- 
ſelves , and that Law t:ul, and conſtantly execured , without 
reſpeZt of perions, ic would then be of no more danger to be- 
lieve a mans \1ea 07 nay to the quettions that are asked him 
by the Magili a:e, whacever they bz, then if they had kiiled 
the book, or uſed any other potta e with-che hand, or ſpoken 
neve” ſo many words ( his athrivg or denying to the caſe in 
quetuon , being his teftimony) I ſay the tru h of theſe mens 
teſtimonies ma\. as eaily, planly, and fully be diſcerned, and 
pur i<d, according to the Law in that caſe provided, if ut 
be falie- a* if che, had uſzd never fo many wo-ds, or poſtures, 
as aforeiaid a d therefore wens lives, | berties, and efiares, 
may eve:y way be as well tecured by a Law provided to puniſh 
lying _ bea in; falſe witneis, as by any Low that 1s mage, 


or can be made, to pumih ſwearing , or falte-(wearing , ſo - 
cd, 


Foyt 13) 
ed; Again, as to the preſent Rare of things,, becauſe there is 
no Law in being,as ſome ſay, to puniſh lying, therefore we mult 
(wear, Oc. 

What Law is: there to force men to ſwear, or co puniſh 
thoſe char iivear ſalſly;, or sgain{ttheir knowlecge,. to their An- 
ſwers to Bills in Chancery and Chegqwer ? And is it not common 
and ordinary for meni9 todo ? It there be a Law, why is1t nor 
put in executicn ? or doth Cuftome make ſwearwg falſly 
(and againtt a nians knowledge) no offence ; and a mans ſpeak- 
ing truly, without ſivearing , ar offence puniſhable wich impri- 
ſorment ? Who hath given this authority ro Cuſtome.?: Ler E- 
quity anſwer : Bur of chis more 11 ay. be tpoken afterward in its 
place. 

Ob;eftien, That an Oath is a ſolemn thing , and thar when 
people are called before a Magiltrate to ſwear , there is an awe 
upon them 3 and therefore theſe that are wicked, and L: as, 
&c. are af:aid to forſwear themſelves, when called before a 
Magiſtrate. | 

Ti.is ObjeRtion is ſor what anſwered in the preceding Ob- 
Jeon : Bur further it 's :znſvered , That the fear upon People 
when they core toſwear, is either rhe fear of (zod , which is 
good, or (ome other-fear wh Cc: 's evill, as the fea” of man 01- 
ly, and his juni{>ment ; this laft fear is nor ct» be feared by 
thoſe that fea” the Lord 3 Fear ye not the;r fear , but fear h.m 
that can dejiroy both ſoul a:d boiy 3 and this ferr is pure, and 
keeps the heart clean, whereby {0d 's ten, and dece't and guile 
is kept out, a d'r-urh's f,okcen in all caizs ; an! he rhar abides 
in the fear of the Lord, ſtands in 2we, and fins nor, and is ke © 
not only from 'wearirg, but Iyirgalio 3 but he char onely fex's 
man, and h's punihment, when he comes to. knov and under- 
Rand that there ts as great 07 greater puniſhment co be inflict 
ed upen him for his lying , as for b's falſe ſwearing, or for- 
ſwearing himſelf, or bearing falſe witneſs ; chen he alſo will 
Nand in as much fear of a Lye, as of an Oath; (or th-t which 
is called: ſo) beſides, it is commonly. ſeen by experience, that 
thoſe who care not what they ſcak , marrers- not much. what 

they (wear, if fo be they can but. keep: from! rhe puniſhmeng of 
the Law; but ir 1s not'ſo- yict the Righreous , for the feas o 
r 


(a3) 
the Lord makes them «ber and ſolid, and their words tc be few 
and ſavoury , feaſored with truth ; but thoſe that fear man, and 
his &'ip leafure and puniſ) ment only , when they know the ſame 
Law to be in force 2gain * lying , as 2ganft {wearing , or iwear- 
ivg falſly , thzy will then be as ſolemn, and as. afraid to lye, as 
now to torſwear them'elves, 

It is cb;eRed by orners, who ſay the Scriprure is their rule, 
that the holy men in old time did {rear, as we may read under 
the Law, as Abraham (ware, and David, and Soloment to all 
which it is ſaid , Chriſt is the end of the Law; and he who is 
the Oath of God, by whom God ſpeaks in theſe laR dayes, 
ſayes, Swear net at all ; and tethat is oreater then Solomon, 
whoſe day Abraham ſaw ; but he himſelt is now come , and 
ſayes , Swear rot at all ; and he who is Davids Lora ayes, 
Swear not at all, who is thz end ofthe Prophets , the everlaſting 
High-Prieft and Covenant of God, the ſumwe and ſubſtance of 
all rhe things, the Lay was tut a ſhadoyy of 3; Who 1s the Truth, 
the Life, andthe Way to the Father , and reaches all his fol- 
lowers to ſpeak truth ro rtnetr neivhbour, and to walk in the 
truth, (which makes free from twearing «t all) norwithſtand- 
mg the traditions of their Fathers in the fleſh , or the practiſes 
of ftrifeful men 3 for by Chriſt the Truth , they -are taught ito 
ſpeak truth , and not to fear them that can bur kill-the body, 
but to fear him that can caſt borh ſoul and body mto hell, 
whach fear be hath placed in cheir hearts , that they might nor 
_ from him, bur abide in his Doatrine, which layes, Swear 
zot all, 

It is further objeRed by-ſome, that the Angel ſware in the Re- 
velations, and that Pan! (ware , as may be read in his Frililes, in 
ſaying, / proteſt before Gol; and in often ſaying , I call the Lord 
God to H'itneſs, which is ſaid ro be an Oath, Ce. 

To the firſt that the Angel ſware, it is ſaid, Let all the Angels 
worſhip himr, Who hath ſaid, Swear not at a1, And to that that 
Panxl proteſted before God , it 15 the intruſion of tne Tranſlator, 
ar'being.neither in the Greek Copics , nor Latine , norſome Eng- 
liſh Copies. 

To the ſecond , That he calls God to Witneſs , that 1s ns 
Oath, but onely an ea:neſt atteſtation, an Oath being that _ 

J 
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by ſomething is ſworn by, (as 1ſrae! wastn ſwear by the Name of 


. the Lord ) and calling God to witnels, or ſaying , God & my Wit - 


neſs, is no more then ro ſay, I ſpeak in Gods preſence , or before 
him who knowes the hearts and thoughts of all men, and is no for- 
mal Oath (as it is called, or commonly uſed in oppoſition to a 
Flat. and earneſt expretfion of a mans mind. ) 

Again, it is objected , that not to {wear at all is only Evangeli- 
cal counſel, and not an abſolute prohibition of all ſwearing in all 
caſes, though ir be (a:d, Swear not at all ; ſo it is ſaid , 7 how [halt- 
»ot kyll, and yer in tome caſes ir is lawvfull to k'll. 

Anſwer, That foibidcing to ſwear at all , is no where 
in Ecripture called Evang« lical Counſel ; but ſuch an Abcolute 
and Poſitive Command , and backed with the Apoſtles Do@-ine, 
chat I knoiv nor any Cetamand fuller in the Sc:1prure of truth : 
And whereas it is |aid, That to kill, is a prohibition , and yer in 
ſome caſes allowable yer ir is no where to ſaid of tearing; (in 
the New Teſtament, or ) ſince the time of its proh bicton , that 
it 15 lawful in any caſe to {wear ; neither was it practiſed in the 
firſt ages of the true Church, as may a.-pear hereafter in ics p:o- 
fer place, under the head of Preſidents of chem who denyed 
ſwearing; and though it be lawful in ſome caſes to k:ll, (though 
it be ſaid, 7 hox ſhalt »or k;ll ) 1err is no where laid , 1t is Jayful 
ro ſweat in any caſe, as atoreſaid , but on the contrary , Wo be 
unto them thar brings a Ch: iRian to ſuch a neceifity , that he muſt 
ſwear, as woe attends them chat neceſſitates a Chrittian to kill, 


| ('5) 


Now follows ſeve-al Preſidents , vr Ex imples } 
both out of Holy W. it , and Antient authors of 


the beſt repute among them that a, e called learn« | 
ed, * | G 


[-t ,,.in tle Scriptuge of crutch m the Old Teſtament , where 

L in cbFſeve: al caſes wherein. [wearing was uſed , is recorded 3 
as Gen,24.3., t xed.22.11. Numb. 5.21. Levit.\ig 12, Pemcer, 
6.13. and 10 20, Jeremy 12.16. Amer 8.14. Zepha.r.5. (theſe 
being the particular cales and occati ns wherein 1vea"ing is 
menr1oned ) where the Reader may obleve at his leaſure the 
caſes in which (wearing is uled, and the g:ound , and cauſe, and 
end of it ; but neither, was the Jedpes, nor Rulers, nor 4+ works 
nor Prieſts, ner Kings, nor any ether Officer that we read of, con- 
Niruted or made by an oath,» ag-necetlary to ler” him into his 
work, or office, or place, or imployment , or that without which 
he could not {9 officiate , or be imployed ; bur ow the contra- 
ry yan oath was nor ſo much as tendered to them, or required 
at thgir hands ; neither in the- greareſt accidents of caſes-that 
fell out in [ſreel, was icto be determined by thoſe which were 
ſworn , or took an oath, except before excepred in the caſe of 
goods commured eo his Neigtdour to keep, &c, Exedas 22. 11. 
and ___ caſe : A _ » Namb, 5.21. em Was tO 

er {i an oath, ſo. was determined by a 6 
a + beau her” :- bur in — 


icular, berwgen firoak and ftroak , and plea and plea; and 
in caſes of gr 10ment , as of life and death, they were 


all ro be determined withour an oath , and the falſe witneſs on 
either fide was to be puniſhed, according to the —_— 
of tte. Law.; And; in the New Teftamene', by Chriſt (the 
gran Propel yb- Pile 6f our: profeſſion.) it! is fo fully 
and abſolutely forbidden ,' and bound up with this word , Net 
a. aft , thac noching is plainer eicher in the'Old- or New Tefta- 
ment y, and this. continued: ip , ny preached: by: his Apofiles 

i , pat- 


T5 
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particularly by James, who gives this the przheminence , in a 
peculiar manner , above all other things , that choſe whom ke 
wrote to ſhould be carefull co keep and obſerve , faying, Above 
all things my Brethren ſwear not ;nether by Heaven ner Earth nor 
. an) #her oath. (Which is an abſ"lure negative excluſion of all 
nexny inallcaſes.) And Enfehive, an ancient Wricet of no 
mear efteem among the learned, wrices in h's fixch book ,, C hap- 
ter 4 page 98, about the year 200. that Baſil:des, a Souldicr , 
unto wh- m the Virgin Petamians was committed , as One ap- 
pointed for Marty: dome : But zot long after , the [ ilides 
being required by his fellow-ſouliiers to ſwear upon (Be vecaſ6- 
on (1tpr. fell-ovt) affirmed plainly, it was net lawfwl for himto 
ſmear \ for be («td be was #C hriſtian , and that he wenld in very 
deed proteſt the ſame ; who afterward was beheaded as a Mar 
tr t And of the #aldenſes, of whom rhe firſt Book of Mar- 
#3rs makes much mention , and are ſaid by fome wr medntely 
ro ſucceed the Apotiles , and were difperſed into molt parts of 
the world, and cr bz the moſt antienc and erne Proteſtavrts,, ( as 
may be ſeen” by whar Fox recoals of then: in the Book of Mar- 
rs) and this they maintained among other things , that all 
manner-of ſwearing wasunlawfull ; as may appear by Parſons, 
Sanders," 6 acerms, and others ; and by Biſhop 2 Fer (2 late Wri- 
-xer:,, and a manrepured forlearnirg) who hath by way of” A+ 
gone the Walilexſes , in' this caſe of fweating , ſeertied'to 
uiithe rhemw therein ; as imhis bouk De Swutteſ. Cap. 6. And 
the ſa'd &ſher furcher ſaves in hiFe'gbth Chap. (quoring fome 
antienc Authors |) rharthe Waldenies , as well as Anabupriſts of 
late, aid profeſſe ito be w way lawful fer a'Chriftianto ſwear, 
xpen any occaſion; 'And 1 brophilate upon 'Wntihites 7.47. Saves, 


that  thingh :n the t1mrof the Old Law it —_— tofdeat } 
but finee the camnng of Chriſt it 5 evil, as  C 10h, and in 
ſam, nhatever u judaical, for it' muy become a "hit | to ſuck, , 

but mt. a man... | PIR 6 x SRERIIES 
 An4furtherin che Book of Miityrs, '1 Wl 20970). 3c'd 
charged a2ga'ult #il1xwm Thorp ,' in this Serton'Ehic he preachs 
ed at Shrewsbwry , that it is norlawfull co frvezriri any'caſe : TO 
which he anſwered, be denied co'ſwear 'Vy''s H5ok ; as bent 
enade wp of creaturesand quoats?: Chvyſeſftone tr cheſe words -d 

” 
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who blamed thew greatly, who brought forth books to fmear, whes 
ther they think a man to ſmear truq or falſe, Kc... 

The Arch-biſhop and his Clarks ſcorned this ſaying of Therp, 
and the Biſhop manaced him with great puniſhment, except he 
left this opinion of ſwearing; to which Therp anfwered, it was 
not his Opinion , but the opinion of Chrilt , and of Saint Jawer, 
and of Chryſoſtome, and of other divers Saints and Doors : 
Tte Arch-bilhop cauſed to be jead this Homily of Chryſoſtewe, 
wich the Clatk did accordingly , until be came to a Clauſe 
where C hryſoftome ſayes , T hat it is ſinto ſwear well &c. And a- 
ganin Fox, Voll. x. pa. $27. in the Pl ans prayer , in 
theſe words, 7 hex gaveſt x 4 Conmundment 1ntruth, in b:d4ing 
ſay yea, Jes, 1a), nay, and ſwear for nothing : Thou gaveſt us 
£5 Commandment of meeckneſs, and another of rat but 

ord he that cleepeth himſelf thy, Vicksr on earth, hath h bre- 
ken theſe C ommani ments, for he makes 4 Law tocompel men to 
ſwear, and by his Law hs teacheth, that a man to ſave bis life, 
ma) forſwear and lje; and ſo Lord,through comfort of him , and 
hi Law, the peoplene dreaiath net to ſwear, an1 to liven ought 
$19 ts forſmear them; Lord here is litule trmth, &s. | Again, 
Wiliam$Swinderby,an Article charged againft him,that no mower onfifis 
to (mear for any thing , but ſimply without an Oath, to affirm or 
deny, and if he ſwears, be ſint, » | 

And thoſe that are converſant, mm ow; Law; ( what reac the 
praftice ip antient time ) where iy ay char Oarhs any 
tiently were not called z»precations, but atte/tations: And by 
the Stature-Law, an A of Par/:ament made 28 Hen. 8. 7. in 
theſe yyorgs , it 1s ſaid, Ve man, of vhet effa's.drgros, or condition 
ſoever he be, hath power to v0 uce with Gods" Law, 4 all the 
Clregy of this Realwe in the ſar4 Converation, and _—_— of all 
the Univer ſucigat  briflendame 3 ard we alfe ds affirm goa thinks 
&c. which makes. yoid all Lawes , and praQtifgs; and cuftomes, 
thar are conerary to Chrifts Law , and the Apoſiles DoX 1ne, 
which ſayes. Swear wot at all ; and above all things, my Brethren, 
ſmear net, neither by heaven nor tarth ; vor avy' thier Oarh, &v. 
And to conclude this heady a lively Evbleme we have this "day 
praQtiſed in England; where is piadiiſed , that thoſe who-are 
aulled Noble-men.of Exgiare, Ae 29 cheir'oaths (a it 
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' is aid) wrany caſe z but onely cheir "teſtimony is taken upon 
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their words, affirming or denying upon' their Honours : is 
there ay red yew Brag in theſe our dayes, or the 
people-of the Lord., & Cis as dear unto- them z as an earthli 
9rcat mans repute,and hononr in the world is unto* him ? Blu 
for ſhame 3 and let ic not be told in Garth, nor publiſhed in 
Azxkelon, that Chrttianity is grown out of repute, or that a true 
Ch-ittian may . not be believed when he ſpeaks in the preſence 
and fear of the Lord, although at the ſame time , and in the 
Came caſe', he {ball bz believed , that ceſlifies onefy apon his 
earthly honour. And co this Courts Martial may not be an 
unfit preſident , who: proceeds both ro the tryal and condem- 
nation of perſons without an Oath , (taken by thoſe rhat fit as 
Judges ) and that upon this ground alſo', becauſe a Souldier is 
ſuppoſed to be ſo render of his honour , that he will not tm- 
peach ir by injuring another , - or advantag'ng himſelf, So 
let all cheſe: things be put rogether-, and whar can be more 
clear, then that Oathz,or [wearing men ſince the comming of Chriſt 
{ before ether they can be capable of office , er ſerving theit 
Countrey; or their reftwliony be received in caſes of difference 
before Courts of Judicature-) i 4 Popi/h Inflitution, and hath 
no foundarion orfoorting in the Scripture of truth, nor in the 
praftiſe of the Primitive Chriſtians 3 nor hath not been with- 
out _——_— by ſome -in all ages, even dowr to 
this day ?- R 


Now follows the: ſeverall inconveniences , that ne« 


ceſsarily. follow the impoſition of Vaths which. 


might be -precvented., if ſwearing were not 
compelled. | 


"Þ Efides all'rhar hath been faid, de tor theſe inconveniences 
\& Jand miichiefs necetla. ily follow the impoſition of Oath , or 

dererm'ning things by ſwearing ? &#: 
Is not that whichis called an Oach , (in miny caſes}) once ta- 
ken 


, , : 
—_— ——  —— 
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ken untraverſable-? *As for inſtarice ,, one man having. ſmorn 4- 
2ainft anorher poſitively , is nor he thar'is Hyorn againſt lefr 
withour- remedy ? and-do not thoſe before whom the oach is ta- 
ken ('in ſome cales) rake themſelves concluded , and bound up 
by chat oath , wickout any further examining wicnaſles on che 
other fide ? or at leaſt if witnefles be examined, of what force 
Is theic teſti 0n7 , one or two men having ſworn poſitivel / the 
contrary ? where often time the mnocent are punithed, and 
the guilty go free , ani the Author of ev. undifcovered : 
May it not bequeried , Whether the Judee before whoin the 
oath 15 taken , as aforeſaid, be clear of the blood of the inno- 
cent y- in this caſe, although or becauſe a Law made in the will 
of man requires it , contrary to the Lay of Chriſt ? if he or 
they be clear , was not Queen Mary as clear of the blood of the 
Ma:tyrs , upon: the ſame account ,. ſhe being a lawfull Magi- 
Rracein that ſence ? &c. | | 

Again\is it not unequal and unjuſt ; thar-all men (in ſome 
caſes } ſhould be puniſhable for ſwearing , ( though ignorantly 
and unawares and yet no man (in orher caſes) ro be puniſha- 
ble ar all, rhough chey ſwear againſt cheir own knowledge , and 
that wiltully to ,” and this ro be ordinary and common , as in 
the anſwers to the Bills in Chancery and C hequer ? Which Bills 
will nor be received without an oath ; and they that ; dare not: 
ſwear im obedience 15 h:uts Command , hath been; and are 
impriſoned tor contempr' ; 10 that: he which departs from evil , 
wits: hin-ſelf @p:ey., and the'keeping of Chriſts Commands 
re beceme a cont<mpr- : Do wr thefe things make the times 
jerklous ? ( lerthe upright judge ) when on the-contrary, be 
nar: (ea 's to h's anſwer , though never ſo falſe, and againſt 
hs knowledge, and char to his 'own benefir.-( ſomerimes-) and 
pe-udice of another , yet theie wen go unpumſhed for: their 
e1l , becule they care not what they ſwear ; and the other is 
pmiſhed” by- impriionn'ent -, becanie the; fear an oath, and 

t dare nor'bur ſpeak the truth in rhet:* aniwers :-So one man 
1p en ſhed becauſe he cannot: ſwear ar alt; (rhough bs anſwer 
berrue ) and anorher man goes free , { though his aniwer be 
faſe) beeauſe he (wears { alrbough ir'e) ro alye , and that a- 
ganſt his own knowledge , as many who- are- nowin priſon for 


coh-- 


contempt » ( {© called ) whi ay becauſs the | 
cannor twear at all : So = ſhort , one man is Putiſhed 1 
when his anſwer is tiue , only becauſe he dare not ſwear, ano- 
ther man eſeaperh whenas his anſwer is falſe , becauſe he dare 
ſwear to a lye, (and the other dare not ſwear ac all) as many 
priſons, Bills and Anſwers in.Chencery and Chequer , may wit- 
neſs. Again, if a gan ſwear team Indittment , though never 
ſo falle , yet it is commonly fqund -upon thac oath, when as ; 
the man ſworn agaimſt, knows not of it 5 yet thar man , which 
(ir may be) borh maliciouſly and knowingly ſwears againſt his 
neighbour te his hurt , (it is ſaid.) is noc liable ro be puniſhed 
by che Statute of Perjury , which miſchief might be preyenc- 
ed by Wirnefles without ſwearing. Further, is not the way 
of derermining of _ by oath, not only injurious and un- 
equal , bur alſo atrended with great and neceſſary inconveni- 
ercies and evils , doch ro thoſe that command ſivearing , and 
to thoſe that do ſwear , 2$ to thoſe that cannoc ſwear at all for 
conſcience ſake ? 
To thoſe that command ſwearing , whe do not only break 
Chriſts Commands themſelves , bur commands others) ſo to 
do; bur alſo are chey not guilty of cheforſveacing of others , 
whenas they command men £0 cke ſuch oaths, as ( before 
they give them } they themſelves know ir is impoſſible to keep 
and obſerve , and yer do- compel the raking of them, or pu- 
niſh the negte& ? as in the oaths of Offices and Officers ,, as 
Sheriffs, Bayliffs, Conftables, and ochers , beſides the oxctabipr 
Freemen of Cities and Corporations, cs. And in many & 
ther caſes and implo;ments, beforeentrance upon them , oaths 
are required cs be raken, when in deed and in eruch , bor 
thoſe that give them , and thoſe that rake them , knows chr. 
licrle or nothing is intended to be done or looked after , mee 
then the ticle of honor, and profit, and gain, char comes iy 
them ; though chey ſwearzo diſcharge their truſt ,, and to @ 
ſuch and ſuch things, which he that ſwears many times kno«s 
nor what belongs ro them , neither mrends to erouble him 
abour chem '3 as m feveral. Offices gelating to the Lav , ad | 
Courts of Juſtice , and other places in- the Camman-wealt! : C1 
Again , is hot ſweating mage aſc of. as a ſeal a a; | 


"(21 5 

pick td dia Gil Geaerence it de him that obeys 7 Becauſe 
he that commands it , would net do-it, bur in order to his end, 
and the othet would nor rake it , but for fear of a penalty , and 
becauſe he catinor avoid it, he takes it , bur in his own ſenſe, 
and ro his own end, and ic may be quice contrary tothe end of 
him that commanded ir, or obrained ro have x impoſed, and 
fo both of chem are deceived , and deciving one another : Pre- 
fidenrs for this, our dayes, as well as tices paſt, may afford 
not aferv ; witneſs che ſeveral Oaths octationed by the ſeveral 
changes of lace. | 

Seconcly , The inconveniences and miſchief that follow 
them rhar do ſwears As fi ft, many people that do fwearthey 
underftand not what an Oorh is, neicher of that which is call- 
ed an Oath, many times they hear not one-word that he which 
fwears them, fayes unto them be ſpeaks them over ſofaſt ; and 
the man knows nochirg ſometimes uncil Wrates 37 to his lips, 
and yet \what this pSor 1gnorant man , (having kifled the book ) 
ſhall ſay, ſhall be ef more foree then divers witheſſes , chat 
have not yet ſworn , er kiſſed the book 3 and it may bz that 
he being on the afficmarive, ſhall be more then two or thiee on 
the neyative , who have better underRood their Oarhs , and 
ſpoken more tothe e upon their oarhs (as it is called) 
and ſo he that is orien che afficmarive , having once ſpoken 
a word, or ſworn teit, he dares not go back becauſe of his 
Oarhz though vpon he ring orcher witnefles ſpeak ro the ſame 
thing he may be beter informed, bur dare nor own any infor- 
marten, becauſe ſworn already co a contrary thing 3 which incon- 
verliienge would not be, if every man might wicnels forth his own 
knowledgewichout ſweating, and yet robe puniſhed for a Falſe 
reftinibny , as muctt as if he bad ſworn falſe. Donor many mourn, 
and.go heavily, becauſe 'of oarhs 1n this and othercaſes of the like 


nature ? | | 
'- Again,' Do not much hurt | and miſchief come” eo many 
oO] ber krow the fore of ry Oarh (raken be- 

tea Jaftice 'of Peace or other Mayifirate} to binde a man t6 


the good Behaviour , or tothe Peace, or to do hira ſome ocher 
d{pleaſn'e , when deed ic is onely revenge and malice, though 
he cakts his Oath (that ſpeaks )- that 4c is for neither ; and it 


ma 
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way be that he that is ſ,vorn againſt, will.be 8 #*y to ſwear 
againlt rhe Complainant ,- and. chat -upon the, Jam?" ground ? 
Now doth nox shis gratitic the luit and . wickedncls1n people,and 
ſo much the more, becauſe a fingls Oath will accompliih his 
wicked end of -evenge , wichoutany. other” teftimony , which 
would nor be gratiaed , if 10 be that wiinefles were co prove the 
thing., 0s, that; a-wan deliver his knawl-dge .of. ach chngs 
With-ur an Oath 3 orherwile how can the Magiſtrate be clear 
f:0u- guilt, not nc of the Planci.s ſwearing , bur allo of 
his ſwea irg maliciouſly and falſly? And allo the ſame remy- 
22:10n 15; 40. an-.lndiment , which one Party wa'ting co do his 
* Neighbour a miſchief may (wear to , and $8 Jocitmenr upan 
that Oacb muſtibz found, -aad that in the abſence of him car 
is indicted , | as. before: hath been ſaid ; and: this Indiment 
if fyoin reby a mal;cious man) ſhall be the foundation, to. rake 
away bis life,zif the Crime be of char, nacure : So that here al- 
fo. is another-miſchief , whereby -che lutts .af wickea men, are 
| a ona caſes of the like nature , which might, be in- 
ance PI 2.95 7.” . FF 
. .Thirdly., . The inconveniences that follows thoſe that can- 
not ſwear at all” For conſcience. ſake, .whereby .many are made 


' -uncapable of being gzade Free of Ciies and . Corpotatiors 
- ; Hor ſerviceable in the 
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and others ,are made un. apable of 
Commoun-wealth,” in any place or : 
alſo are made unſerviceable as to give. theic teſtunony and evi- 
dence in caſes of difference between man, and*man. ; beſides 
many, who: indivers caſes loſes the benefit of che Law of rhe 
Nation, ; becauſe, that . they cannot ſwear ., and ſo .by. :thar 
means juffer_the-\ ling .of : their. gopds , and un20d. 3 | 
male aprey upon them ts hs they .cannpt inet A; 
which-ching aughr be prevenced , 1f according to the righteous 
La of God, al che mers nd es che mouth 
two, or three, Witoefles, and thoſe trac borg falſe. witnels,. to be 
En beg againſt they have, witr 
neſſed, QIf their £<fmany. had heen true) *whych Lay. is equal and 


juſt. 


Fourthly, This N A T1 ON hich ,now mourns be- 
eauſe.of ; Oaths, mighs; be praſeryed from- rhe Wah 21th 
op Ignacio, 
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dignation of God chat hangs over v. Nati-n , not onely becauſe 
of thole that c:mmand men to {wear contrary ro Chr'its Com- 
mard ; (and thar, for to eſtabliſh cruelty and injuſtice) bur alſo 
becauſe cf thoſe that ſear falſſy , and that againſt their know- 
ledge for their own profit, and diſadvantage of others, to accom- 

liſh their wicked, n-aficious » and revergeſul defigns againſt the 
1nnocent, who dare not {wear at all , and thereby are made a prey 
to the teeths of che Wolves, and to the wills of corrupt men, who 
gake occafion ( as it were) 0 plough furrows upon the back of the 
poor, and 18 oppreſs the needy, for which thing ſake, the # rath of 
God ſhaii be ponred out upon the heal of the wicked, and the Na- 
tions ſhall be on heaps ,an1 the wiſe men ſhall be turned backward, 
ard their table (hall be a ſnare, and the curſe ſhall be upon the re- 
bellies , ani they (hall fall, and be broken, axd riſe no wore + And 
this may juſtly befall this Nation, becauſe of Oaths, and becauſe 
of oppreſſion, 


Now follows a word of Advice to all thoſe who ſay 
the Sc ipture is their rule, and are zealous for the 
things containea therein,&C. 


N= all you that are ſeeking the Kingdom of Heaven in 
outward obſervations, ( by which it comes nor) and are 
raking up practiles , by imitation from Commands laid down 
Mm the lerter : Let medcmand of you , Do you not -finae this 
Command to preceed out of the mouth of Chir , 2, But 7 
ſay unts you, [wear not at all ? And do not you finde the Ap"- 
ftle James abiding in this Do&rine? and hath it no room in 
your hearts ? bath the traditions of your Fathers made it void 
ro you? 07 is it becauſe it cannot be praiſed wir hour re- 
proach , Fines and Impriſonment , and (o will colt you ſome- 
thing which you cannot tell how to undergo, or part with, (you 
having not received the gift ro ſuffer fer his Names ſake ? ) or 
is your ſpirit d'tferent from Davids, ( who would not offer an of- 
fering to the Lord bis oc of that which coſt him nothing ? ) in 
the tear ot the Lord wodof heaven and earth, (1 beleech you) 

y D Con» 


| (2 | 
conſider, is there not a Vail Ke, - hearts untaken away to 
this day, that you cannot ſee nor underfiand this tobe a Com- 
mand of Chriſts, with divers othgrs , as plainly and as fully laid 
down in the letter, as thoſe you ml ſo much for ? And 
may you not be as juſtly numbred amongft thoſe that make 
their boaſt of the Law, and yer through breaking of the Law 
Eiſhonour God ? Do ye think that the Lord will nor a:ife ro 
Jadgement », and make you know that he is the Lord , and 
that you have not walked in his Statutes , neicher execnre@ 
his Judgements , but have done after the manner of the Hea- 
then, that are round about, "whoſe wayes {+ ae! was not to 
learn, for their Cuſtomes were vain) Jeremrah 10. 23. Exckiel 
11.12. Ard upona trucand thorough ſea'ch, (when the hid- 
den things of Eſau (hall be ſearched our} will you not be 
found walking in the way of the Heathen , (ſpeaking their un- 
clean words , contrary to the language of the Scripture.) and 
following their cuſtomes, (which are yain) in reſpe&ivg of 
wens , perſons, which the Apoeftle James ſayes , (James 2. 
9, 10.) whoever do, commits fn, and are convinced of the 
Law as tranſgreflors ; For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, 
and yet offend 1n one point , is guilty of all, Mark that, and think 
not to cover your ſelves with ſaying it is meant of perſons in 
Judgement , for here is nor a word ſpoken of Magiſtrates , but 
the words are general , and concerns all that regards Gods 
Law, as appears by the next words , wiz, For whoſoever ſhall 
heep the whole, and yet offend in one point, &c. Avd are not 
they out of the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chrift , who reſpe&e 
perſons? who ſayes, How can ye believe , while ye receive honour 
one of another, and ſeeks not the honor that comes from God 
exely, (Joby 5:4 Matthew 22.16.) God onely. Mark,from 
God onely 3 and be himſelf practiſed this Do&trine for he nei- 
ther received honour from man, nor regarded any mans per- 
ſon » as his very enemies bore teflimony of him , that he taught 
the way of God truly, and regarded no mans perſon, But is 
not this Command alſo roo dear for you ? Will it not coft you 
too much to praftiſe ? Do you not know .it will hinder your - 
promorion in the world ? Are you no#more afraid (that if you 
ſhould' refuſe ro reſpe&t mens perſons, and to give flattering 
| c titles 
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ricles ro men, (Jeb. 32. 21, 22, the Goaler would rake you 
away , then that your Maker would ſoongake you away , if you 
did do it 3 and is nor this a Command, that you ſhould nor 
be conformed to this world? Romans 12. 2. 16. and that you 
ſhould nor confo:m romen of high degree , bur condiſcend to 
men of low degree ? are not theſe, with others, the Commands 
of Chriſt ? and are not yqu toe much like the profelling Jews 
herein , who had plentiful knowledge of the letter wuhourt 
them , but had not his word abiding in them ? Though they 
could diſpute and reaſon with Ch:ift , and againſt his 'Apotiles , 
with the word of truch , yet Chriſt rells them plainly , his. 
Word was not abiding inthem , which the Saints had received 
f:om Chriſt, whereby they were made clean, and by it (which 
dwells richly in them) they made melody in they hearts to 
God ; and David the Servant of the Lord, Pſa/m 119. 6. 11. 
by the word which he had in his heart , be was kept from fin 
againft God , and thereby had reſpe& ro all Gods Commands. 
Now examine your ſelves , and try your own ſelves , whether 
yeu bein the Faith, and the ſame Word of Life be in you , 
and whoſe ſteps you walk in, and whom you are found .inmita- 
tors of ; whether Abraham, who forſook his Country to goto 
the Land which the Lord had ſhewed him ? and e Moſes lteps, 
who choſe rather to ſuffer with the people of God, then to en- 
joy the pleaſure of fin for a ſeaſon ? or whether you do not 
walk in the ſteps of kim whom you ſo often upbraid others 
with , namely Naamen, the Aſſyrian, who ſpoke good words, 
and yet could not foriake 1s old Mafter, to ſerve the Lord 
fully, 2 K:zgs 5. 38. Buryhen he went into the houſe of Rime- 
mon , his Matter leaning on his hand, and he b-yed down him- 
ſelf, in that thing be would be parioned. Mark, In this thing 
__— thy Servant ; he knew-it was evil, and deſired pardon 
or it 3 and yet when his Maſter leaned upon his: hand , he 
muſt bow, kaſt he ſhould loſe his place, and gain his Matters 
diſplealure. Now examine your ſelves, doth not fomerhing 
let you ſee, (that norwittfianding all the-Lord harh done for 
you , and all thar you hve ever caſted or enjoyed from him ) 
yet there is this thing, or the othe- thing , that yon continue m 
the practiſe of , for one end or other , which you know you 
| | D 2 ſbould 
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ſheuld not do 3 and in words you defrr par%on for them , but 
you fill continue 1n the ſame praiſe, your very prayers Wit- 
neſi'ng againſtyou; and like thoſe, James 4. 3. you are fill aik- 
ng Put receive not » becanſs you ack_amiſs, to ſpen.l it upon your 
Lwuſts; till ro continue in y our Maſters ſervice , in conforming 
ro the cuſtomes and faſhions of the world, and in walking at- 
ter the traditions of your Fathers, gs in particular in this caſe 
of {wearing , which Chrift hath fo plainly and ſully forbid- 
Een 3 and therefore your prazers return as dung in your fa- 
ces , your conſciences condemning of you, the which if you 
did rega:d to keep void of offence, both rowarcs God and to- 
wards men , ( in the light of Chriſt ) you would have confi- 
dence towards God , and whatſoever you acked of him , you 
would recezpe, becauſe you keep his Commandements, and do thoſe 
things that are pleaſing in bs fight, John 3. 22. Butnowis 
bl ndnels, barrenneſs, and learneſs of ſcul upon you , and yet 
you cry you are rich, and you ſee, and have need of nothing , 
and hateth and diſputeth againſt that which letrech you ſee 
the things which have need of pardon, and ſo you are /oades 
with Sin, and led away with divers Lufts,alwayes learning, never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth ; ns cherefore are not 
free, ard in your princl; les corclude never can be , while 
you are in this workd'; and ſo by what hath been ſaid, you 
way ſee, ( your own cond'rion as a man ſees his face ina Glaſs) 
how that you not only reſpe& mens perſons , preferring on2 
before another, but allo Chrifts Commands , picking out what 
you like , and what may keep you in the repute of che world , 
and preſe;ve you in the preferment thereof, bur choſe 'that 
way expoſe you to hazzard, or make you liable ro the worlds 
ſcom , though as fully and expreſly required by Chriſt ( of all 
his followe's ) to be kept and obſerved , you let flip, and paſs 
by, as a thing of nought : But be not deceived, Gol will not be 
much ed , foremhat a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap ; he thu ſow- 
eth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap Corruption : And this ſhall 
you aflurecl, receive at his hand, ( if you repent nor of your 
dou*le min *)) you (hall [ye down in ſorrow ,, and he ſhall laugh at 
Jour Calamity , ani mk when your fear comes. 


Now 
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Now follows ſome reaſons or grounds , whereby the 
Spiritual eye, or the man whoſe underſtanding is 
opened, may come to ſee the neceſsity of the ab | ſh- 
ing of ſwearing. fince the dayes of Chrifts coming 
in the fleſh. 


Iſt , Becauſe all the things of the Law were but ſhadows 
of the g50d things to come , Heb. 12.1, But Chriſt « the 
ſubſlazce of all thoje types and ſhaiews, and is come into the 
world, and is manifeſt in his Saints, and tine Chriſtians, aud 
hath giyen them an underſtaniing whereby they knew hins that 
% true , and are in himthat is true, and he in thews, and he works 
all ther works for them , and in them, and teacherh them ro 
ſpeak truth imply , wichour guile or fraud , and as he is , ſo, are 
they in this world , and believes in him , and follows his Reps, 
who 1s the truth, and in whoſe mouth there was found no 
ouile. 
Secondly, Becauſe ſearing implyes unbelief , to be either 
11 the perſon ſearing, or in him for whoſe ſake the oath is 
raken or ſworn; which is not to be ſuppoſed to be in thoſe 
(as predominant or ruling ) whe are Saints , or true Chrilti- 
ans , Wwhoare redeemed not only from a vile , but a vain con- 
verſation alſo , and from the tradicions of their Fathers , ( thar 
are not afrer Chriſt ) and from fear and unbelief alſo , and e- 
very evil word and way , and are called unto holineſs and 
truth, andare withour fault before the Throne of (od , which 
things are found in the new heart , thaggs Gods 'gifr, and in 
the new man that is created afrer God " and renewed in 
knowledge after the Image of him that creared him , and ſo 
they are come t9 the end of all oaths; and out of fears , and 
doubts , and unbelief, to have trong conſolation through Chriſt 
Jeſus, the way tothe Father, 
Thirdly , Becaule herein ; namely , by the aboliſhing of 
{wearing , dothe excellency, precedency, and eminency of = 
| ew 
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New Covenant , exceed the Old 3 for the Old in this was 
faulty , viz. that it made nothing perſeR, bur this New Cove- 
nant and better hope doth ; for in this Covenant all the Chil- 
dren of the' Lord are taughe of the Lord, and great is their 
pe2ce, and ouy of (itife and contention , and the uſe of Oaths 
ae they come 3 into the Covenant of Light and Peace, in-which 
the, ceſt with God, in the ſenſe of the forgiveneſs of their 
fins , and the blefledneſs of their fate , wherein their iniqui- 
ty 15 remenibred no morezfor their T ents are beautifull, and their 
ha'itations are pleaſant : And here is Jacob inhericing the ble(- 
ſing , 1» whom God ſees noſin ; and the true 1ſrarlites indeed, 
whu walks according to the rule , and in whows be ſers n0 1n1qui- 
ry, but pezce is his poitton for ever. Of what hath been 
ſpoke n, thi- i; the ſum, that Chriſt hath forbid all manner of 
{ſwea rg in all caizs whatſoever ; and this DoArine was conti- 
nued in by his Apoſtles, and practiſed by the true Chriſtians 
in the firſt ages of the Church , and hatn been ſealed with the 
blood of Martyrs, and borne witnels io by ſome in all ages , 
down to this os and the contrary practiſe 1s a Poprh Innova- 
2101, and a Jeſwiticall defign to keep down the true headſhip of 
the Church, andto fer uph'm; and to keep his Authority a+ 
foor , wh”m the Lord is ailing to deftroy with the Spirit of 
h's mouth, (and to conſume with the brightneſs of his com- 
irg ) who tath been, and is the cauſe of ſo much bloodihed , 
and diicord , and varlance, among the Children of men , wrere- 
b Self hath kepr the Throre, and Equity and Righreouineſs 
hath tallen in che &reers, and he that departs from iniquity , 
hath made h miclf a prey , and the pnanner and cuſtemes of the 
dteathen bath been followed , even by thoſe who have profeſ- 
ſed a zeal for Ch:itt and his Commands , who while they have 
been profeihirg of chef, have made them voia by the tradi- 
tions of 31 en,, and true Chriſtianity with Saintihip , ( by their 
mears.* is become a reproach, and the Name of the Lord hath 
been Blaiphen.ed among rhe Heathen, becauſe of rheſe things ; 
bur the ord is ariſng, (45 a Grant refreſhed with 1 ine ) who 
hath teen-the deſolate Rare of his Spruſe , and 1s ſaying ts 
S on, Ariſe. ſhize thy lightts come, for the Glo y of the I ord i 


r4/en upon thee , ſhaky off the duſt from thy Feet , put onthy _ 
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tifull garment for thou ſhalt be no more termed deſeinte , or for- 
ſaken, and to the brightneſs of thy riſing ſhall Nations come, and 
Princes tothy beauty , and the glor j and theriches of the Nations 
ſhall be laid down at thy feet , and thou (halt be crowned with 
renown for ever, and the everlaſting gates ſhall be opened, and the 
righteous Nation that keeps the trath, ſhall enter in ; and none ſhatt 
be able to makes them afraid, (but the ſwearers and lyars ſhall be 
ſhut ont ) and this is the Heritage of the Servants of the Lo:d 
foreve”. ; 

But becauſe of ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and ſtealing, 
and whoring they break ont, and blood texcheth blood, therefore ſhall 
the Land mourn, and every oxe that dwells therein ſhall be cut of, 
Hoſea 4. 2. 3. 

From henceforth let no'man think ic range, that any denies 
to ſwear &t ad, but rather wonder , rhat the God of this world 
ſhould ſo long have blinded the mindes of them that believe 
not, (inthe light of the Son of God) leaſt by the ſhining of the 
light in their hearts , they ſhould come-ro the knowledge of tne 
Glory of God in the Face of Chriſt , and by him fhould be taught 
ro ſpeak truth without ſwearing, and ſo he become the Head over 
all things to the Church, who is God over all , blefled for eve:- 
more, Amen, 


